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leader, want of personal heroism was not one of
them. For, seizing a standard and bearing it
in his own hand, he led a regiment against the
enemy, inspiring by his example all the rest of
the troops. All the same, Austrian writers
themselves confess that though Aspern was a
victory it was one of which the nation had little
reason to be proud, for by all the rules of proba-
bility, it should have been much more decisive.
Napoleon had been surprisingly incautious, march-
ing his troops by an unsafe bridge to the little
Danube island called the Lobau and attacking,
with only 20,000 men, a much superior force.
The bridge collapsed and the French army was
cut off from its reserves; yet the Archduke pro-
ceeded as slowly and pedantically as if his one
idea was not to expose his own forces to the least
risk. A high military authority has summed up
Charles's character as follows: "He lacked the
inspiring and convincing power that springs from
a passionate desire to stake everything." We
know from the military manual1 that Charles
put into the hands of his officers that " staking
everything " seemed to him the worst crime in the
military calendar. "Never," says the manual,
"shall a general take up a position or engage in
the least undertaking without reserves to safe-
guard him from all possible happenings." The

'It is entitled: Grundsdtze der hoheren Kriegskunst fur die
Generate des osterreichischen Armee, and it first appeared in
1806.